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CLERGY AND MINISTERS 
Rector Chris Precious The Rectory, Kinnerley  682351 
Ordained Local Minister Paul West Braddan, Kinnerley  682600 
Methodist Circuit  Rev Richard Hall Rylands, Radbrook, SY39BZ  01743355326 
Methodist Pastor Jacob Molyneux 4 Centenary Close  682440 
ANGLICAN CHURCH WARDENS METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY 

Kinnerley Roger Burden 682873  
Jacob Molyneux  
RevJulia Skitt,  
D.  Carys Woodley 

682440  
 

   Worship Leader Helen Diggory 01743 741477 
Maesbury Graeme Ross  680302  METHODIST CHURCH STEWARDS 

 Tom Morris 653676 Knockin Hth Jean Williams 01743 850735 
Melverley Sue Gittins 682315 Maesbrook Isobel Bennison 683820 
 Lynne Lloyd 682455 UNITED REFORMED CHURCH JOINT SECRETARIES 

Knockin Brian Turner  682339  Kathryn Mottram  682267 
Maesbrook Wendy Gough 682529  Lorraine Jones 01743 741218 
      

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
 

HARD LANDSCAPING CONTRACTORS 
 

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 
TARMAC, BLOCK PAVINGS, SLAB WORKS 

 
LOCAL COUNCIL & HIGHWAYS APPROVED 

CONTRACTORS 
 

01743 741503 
07958 156054 

 

MORLAND UTILITIES LTD. 
 

Unit H8, Halesfield 19 
Telford, Shropshire 
TF7 4QT 
 

tel 01952 681981 
fax 01952 681980 
 
Design Engineering Consultancy Construction 
and Commissioning Natural gas / LPG: 
Construction and Commissioning Water Telcom 
and Electrical duct installations 

www.morland-utilities.co.uk 

 
Sue Kaye 
Made to measure 

Curtains and Cushion Covers 

'01691 682761 
EDGERLEY RIDGE DEVELOPMENTS 

 

 ADRIAN WIGLEY 
 BUILDING CONTRACTOR 
 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK 
EXTENSIONS, RENOVATIONS,  

GROUNDWORKS, DRIVEWAYS &  
LANDSCAPING 

 
01691 682570 ~ 07968 821092 

 

 
More than Willow 

Willow, herbs & wildlife plants  
locally grown & handmade items 

See our website for details of  
workshops, talks & events 

www.morethanwillow.co.uk 
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Kinnerley Angela Clarke 01691 683881 
 Eliizabeth Ford 01691 682679 
Knockin Jenni Turner 01691 682339 
Maesbrook Isobel Bennison 01691 683820 
Melverley Sue Gittins 01691 682315 
Dovaston Hilary Bullen 01691 682231 
 Ann Matthews 01691 683834  
Knockin Heath Trixie & Tony Roberts 01691 683667 
Pentre & Edgerley Geoff Shepherd  01743 741296 
 Heather Shepherd 01743 741296 

Your Telescope 
representatives  
are 

Telescope News 
 

Serving the following communities 

Please submit items for the JUNE 2020 Telescope  

by midnight on SUNDAY 10 May 
email:  telescope.kinnerley@gmail.com  

or contact your local Telescope representative 
Please do not send text items as jpgs as they have to be retyped. 
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The Telescope Team ... 
  
… will keep calm and carry on producing the Telescope 
News despite the coronavirus. 
… This month our format has changed as events are 
cancelled and we all comply with social distancing 
instructions.  Our aim this month is to keep you 
informed about initiatives within the community, provide 
a little distraction and hopefully make you smile.   
… For the next three months the Telescope will be 
delivered to every household in the distribution area by 
Royal Mail.  This is to alleviate concerns about health 
risks for distributors and readers.  Our distributors are a 
vital part of our Telescope Team and we very much 
hope that they will be available and willing to resume 
their delivery rounds at the end of this period.  Some of 
you will be reading The Telescope for the first time.  
Welcome! We hope you find it useful and decide to stay 
with us when the three months is up. 
...Keep Safe 

The first Swallow of the summer was seen 
today, 7th  April 2020 at Cross Lanes Melverley 
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Thank you 
 

to all Key Workers! 
 

To everyone on the front line of the fight against 
COVID-19 who risk their own safety every day. 
To all who’ve carried on with their jobs in order to 
keep us safe, well and fed. 
To those who’ve found new ways of working in order 
to educate the children, care for the vulnerable and 
keep us in touch.  
Words aren’t enough to express our gratitude …... 

Blueberry Batter Pudding  
 
This is a very easy dish to make; just re-
member to start the night before. It's 
equally good with cherries instead of 
blueberries. 
 

 
100g butter 
2 eggs 
100g icing sugar 
100g ground almonds 
5g cornflour 
a quantity of blueberries 
 
The night before you want to serve this dish, make the batter.  Melt the 
butter in a saucepan and leave to cool slightly. Add the eggs then whisk in all 
the other ingredients except the blueberries. Cover and leave overnight in 
the fridge. 
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Anglican Benefice NewsAnglican Benefice NewsAnglican Benefice News   
Dear friends, 
The word unprecedented has been used a lot recently.  This is sad 
because an overused word loses its impact, its power and its ability to 
move us.  The continuing coronavirus pandemic truly is unprecedented, 
with the resulting impact of our churches, schools and non-essential 
shops being closed forcing us all to reimagine life in this Easter season. 
 
As I write this on Palm Sunday, there is the imminent danger that our exercise 
privileges may be taken away because of people flouting the social distancing 
measures.  I want to thank you for keeping one another safe, and to encourage you as 
we enter another month of restriction with two simple words: KEEP GOING!  Your 
efforts are part of a national community spirit that will be the defining time of this 
century. 
 
On May 8th we planned to hold a community celebration to commemorate VE Day as 
part of national celebrations.  For obvious reasons these are no longer happening, but 
we should still use that day to take a moment to pause, reflect and give thanks. 
I’d like to acknowledge the efforts of those who are homeschooling- particularly those 
homeschooling and working from home- not an easy combination under any 
circumstances.  Our schools have been incredibly resourceful and supportive to enable 
this and I offer my heartfelt thanks. 
 
Coming back to that word unprecedented, if I may.  There is an event we celebrated in 
the most unusual of circumstances back in April- the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday.  Now there is something that really is unprecedented.   This month we 
celebrate Jesus’ Ascension on May 20th and the coming of the Holy Spirit on May 31st- 
Pentecost is when the church was born.   Our church buildings may still be closed, but 
the church itself will never close.  As we continue in this season of Easter, I want to 
thank these communities for their resilience and community spirit, and to remind you 
that your God is a God of love and peace and hope.   

The members of our local churches continue to pray for our communities, and we 
welcome your prayer requests as we support one another through these unprecedented 
times.   God bless you all.   Yours in Christ.  Revd Chris 

Online Anglican services during the lockdown 

 During the next few weeks and months there will be no services in our churches because of the 
coronavirus 

 On Sunday mornings services will be streamed live at 9.45 am from: 

 https://www.facebook.com/kinnerleybenefice/ 

 Further details and other resources to help you worship at home can be found on our website 

 https://www.kinnerleychurch.co.uk/ 

 Click on the ‘Calm in the Storm’ picture on the front page  
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There are four shared Anglican Benefice websites: 
www.kinnerleychurch.co.uk    www.knockinchurch.co.uk 

www.maesbrookchurch.co.uk    www.maesburychurch.co.uk 
If you have an item you would like included, please email:   

brianjturner@btinternet.com or call 01691 682339 

A Whatsapp Group has been set up, initially to help 
neighbours in Knockin Heath and Dovaston, to 
connect and request and offer help from each other in 
these difficult times. It has proved so successful its 

reach now extends far beyond the two hamlets, taking in many 
surrounding areas. 
 
The group was established in a bid to enable us to stay in touch 
and help each other during these difficult times, particularly to 
take care of our older and vulnerable residents, making people 
feel less isolated. For anyone not familiar with Whatsapp, it is a 
free, easy-to-use, social media platform, which enables a group of 
people to share information and instantly communicate with each 
other via their smartphone. 
 
The group now has over 70 members and is still growing. Not 
only has it enabled people to get to know their neighbours, it also 
provides a means to stay in touch, for those who are isolated, 
without their usual links to support networks. There is a steady 
stream of posts on a daily basis via the group, ranging from 
requests to borrow a bicycle pump, to arrangements to collect 
meds and essential supplies for people who are self-isolating. 
Some conversations are just designed to lift the spirits and share 
a smile through jokes, videos and mini quizzes.   
 
If you would like to participate in the group, or would like to know 
how to set your own up, please contact Dianne Postles (07598 
229959, dianne.postles@hotmail.co.uk) for more information. 
 
 
Knockin too has a WhatsApp group; a place where people 
can offer help to others in the village, or where they can ask for 
help if they need it.  For example, someone might be planning to 
visit a supermarket or pharmacy and could offer to pick up a few 
items for a person unable to get out.   
If you would like some help, please phone Jenni: 682339 
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Methodist contact details on p2. 

Sadly there will be no Mothers Union until 
the current Covid 19 crisis is over.  

In March SianWest led our meeting.  

We had to write down how we saw the person 
sitting next to us. Using words from the Bible, such as kindness, 
patience, understanding etc. we each wrote about three different people. 

It was very interesting. We all came out like saints.....nothing 
derogatory. Amazing.  

It was a thought provoking afternoon. Thank you very much Sian. 

 We have had to cancel all of our speakers for the next few months 
including Bishop Sarah. But we will rebook as soon as we can.  

We would like to say ‘A big Thank you to the Telescope Team for 
keeping going under such difficult circumstances.  

Keep well and safe all of you. 

PS  I would like to thank everyone who came to the Women’s World 
Day of Prayer Service.  

It was a very meaningful and memorable service held in the delightful 
Knockin Heath  

Methodist Chapel. They were excellent hosts. 

METHODIST SERVICES May 2020 
 

Just to say you can get our facebook page by visiting 
Shropshire and Marches Methodist circuit and get the 
link to Northern end where you will find we, as a team 
have made videos and songs and prayers to help all 
through the crisis, kind wishes  
from Pastor Jacob Molyneux 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES, OSWESTRY 

Sunday Mass: 10am 

Fr Philip Kuzhiparambil CMI 
philipjohncmi@rediffmail.com 

Our Lady and St Oswald's Church 
Upper Brook Street  
Oswestry  SY11 2TG 
01691 652248 / 07957 838921 
 
 

DovastonURC contact details on p2. 

The shopping experience in these days of Lock-down 
 
Monday 30 March 2020 
 
We arrived 10 minutes before Sainsbury’s opened and although 
there was a queue around the building we went in fairly quickly at 
8am.  Inside it got quite busy and it was virtually impossible to 
maintain self-distancing. At least the hour for elderly people was-
n’t as early as a fortnight ago, when it was 7-8am.  Believe me, 
those of you who are unable to leave your homes, you’re not 
missing much.  It was chilly waiting in the queue and the whole 
experience was quite stressful.  I’d hoped to do it on my own so 
that my husband and I weren’t both exposed to the virus but he 
insisted on coming, and I’m so glad he did.  We were shopping 
for a friend too and it got rather confusing from time to time; 2 lots 
of carrots, 2 lots of mushrooms, etc.! 
 
Sainsbury’s have introduced a method of doing your shop and 
scanning it yourself as you go round the store.  You can either 
get the app on your mobile and use that, or borrow one of their 
portable scanners.  You scan the barcode of each item and put it 
straight into your own bag, then download the total from your 
phone to a self-service till and pay there.  Thankfully we didn’t 
have to go through the check-out.   Jenni 



10 

 

KINNERLEYKINNERLEYKINNERLEY   

Imagine JOYCE GRENFELL or VICTORIA 
WOOD saying this... 
 
Mobberly WI have issued the following 
guidance for isolation. 
 
Right ladies, Judith Bickerstaffe has kindly emailed the crochet patterns 
for the face masks and matching underwear sets. Anyone who runs out 
of wool should message Delia who will leave fresh supplies in a vacuum 
sealed sandwich bag on your doorstep. She will knock the theme tune to 
Miami Vice on your door so you know it's her, you'll have to take pot 
luck on colours, but I do know there is a particularly lovely shade of 
burnt copper. Mavis has drawn up a rota for the Haz Mat suit and WW2 
Gas Mask, it is one size fits all so please don't specify size requirements.  

If any of our less able members need provisions such as bread, milk, 
wine, Gin or pickled walnuts please contact Cynthia, who will pop to the 
shops for you providing her moped isn't being used by her grandson for 
pizza deliveries. 

Laura will go ahead with her useful and inspirational talk on Christmas 
and other gifts made from j-cloths via Skype. 

Currently we will have to abandon our collection of soft toys made from 
used hosiery, particularly after that unfortunate incident when Derek 
Malmsbury was found doing unspeakable things to the elephant made by 
his wife, Nora. I'm sure we all support Nora at this upsetting time. 
Apparently they WERE Derek's fishnets, which is why he was confused 
and why he wanted them back. Still that should never be done to a 
child's soft toy. 

Connie is finishing off the template for making an emergency face mask 
and draft excluder from a spare bra. I know some members have raised 
concern that as Connie is a 46GG she has more material to work with 
than most, but she assures me her template will be scalable from 32 A 
upwards. 

Audrey wants to apologize for the mix-up with the medication run, but 
please be rest assured Joan suffered no side effects from taking Marjorie 
Butterworth's husband’s Viagra and haliborange. And likewise 
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Marjorie's husband seems to have responded really well to the HRT. 
Marjorie says they even agreed on the pattern for their new curtains. 

Sad news because of the Government announcement, the trip to Leeds 
and 'Miss Fifi's Private Dungeon and Macrame club' has been postponed 
and at this moment we don't have a rescheduled date. 

Great news: we have already started collecting prizes for the summer 
fayre raffle. It looks like the star prize this year may well be a pack of 9 
Andrex Quilted Aloe Vera toilet rolls. Shortly followed by a complete 
set of knitted Nolan Sisters toilet roll covers. Mavis says any 
resemblance between Colleen and Anne Widdecombe is purely 
coincidental. 

Right Ladies I must dash, I hear Springitts has just had a fresh delivery 
of tinned prunes.. Xx 

PLEASE NOTE THAT KINNERLEY WI IS NOT LIKE THIS NOW! 

C elandine carpets spreading 

O ver verdant verges. 

R oman buds bursting 

O n spindly branches. 

N ew born lambs frolicking 

A round munching mothers. 

V iolets white, congregating near hedges, 

I nsects abundant, butterflies, ants, bees. 

R obins perching by 

U sed abandonnés spades. 

S PRING. Can’t stop SPRING. 

An Acrostic Poem by Angela Clarke 
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KINNERLEY PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – MAY 2020  

COVID 19 IMPACT 
The Parish Council continues to operate during current Covid 19 restrictions, 
although public meetings are cancelled until we are given appropriate guidance 
and the relevant powers to hold virtual meetings.  We do not have the legal 
power to do this at the present time.  The Parish Clerk works from home, and 
is contactable as normal on 01691 679171 or 
kinnerleyparishcouncil@gmail.com.  Some planned work has had to be 
postponed for now, but delegated powers have been agreed that will enable 
responses to planning applications, payment of bills, and emergency health 
and safety related matters to continue to be dealt with. 
 
In line with Government advice Kinnerley children’s play area is CLOSED 
and the equipment should not be used.  The wider field remains open for 
individual exercise, provided people observe social distancing guidelines.  No 
group football sessions should be taking place. However, we would be grateful 
if the goal nets could remain where they are!   
 
MARCH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held at Kinnerley Parish Hall 
immediately before new Covid19 restrictions were introduced.  The 
meeting was held with the minimum number of councillors in order to 
be quorate (ie 3), ensuring appropriate social distancing with seating 
arrangements.  The Annual Parish meeting is normally an opportunity 
for the Parish Council to invite the public to hear about their previous 
years’ work, and to suggest priorities or issues that should be 
addressed in the future.  This years’ meeting was somewhat abridged 
as no public were present.  Cllr Barclay presented his Annual Report in 
which he described another busy year for the Council, with 10 full 
meetings of the Council, along with other working group meetings and 
representations of the Parish at County level meetings. In April 2019 
the Parish Council had surrendered the tenancy of the Glebe Field 
Football ground following the withdrawal of the football team. This 
involved having to provide a stock proof fence around the ground, 
before handing it back to Lichfield Diocese in June. Whilst the cost of 
this fencing created a slight over-spend in that area of the budget, it 
will create a considerable saving in future years. Operational savings 
made from this decision, and the changeover of street lights from the 
old orange SOX type to LED, means that funds can be used in other 
ways to benefit the Parish, including increasing the donations made to 
both vital village halls. At the same time, the Parish Council decided 
that for 2020 they were able to avoid an increase in the overall precept 
for the third year running. 
In April 2019 a new Grounds Maintenance Contractor, Martin Pritchard, 
was appointed, who performed very well and will therefore be offered a 
renewed contract in 2020.  Key actions arising from the results of the 
most recent Tree Safety Survey were also implemented in the year. The 
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KINNERLEY PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – MAY 2020  

survey identified remedial work was required to 15 trees in the areas 
which were the responsibility of the Parish Council. One tree was felled 
in the Kinnerley play area because of its poor health, but this will be 
replaced in 2020. 
The new LED lighting was funded from the annual precept, and 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) assisted with funding for new 
solar powered Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) with digital speed warnings 
in Maesbrook, where the 40-mph road has proved to be of particular 
concern. Further speed reduction measures for other areas of the 
Parish will be considered as a priority in 2020. 
Long awaited attention to the Play Equipment started in 2019 with 
repairs to the slide handrails and steps. An assessment was also made 
of the younger children’s play area and how best to make 
improvements to the equipment and drainage in 2020.  Consideration 
will also be given to the addition of play and exercise equipment for 
older children and adults.   
Future use of CIL resources is an ongoing matter, and is regularly 
reviewed by the Council and its CIL sub group to ensure that the Parish 
is responding to the additional pressures placed on infrastructure from 
new housing developments. 
As in previous years, the Council considered a number of Planning 
Applications, taking care to give support where felt appropriate, but 
opposing applications where they were out of step with the Kinnerley 
Parish Neighbourhood Plan, or for other compelling reasons. In 
particular a scheme at West View, Knockin Heath, which was the third 
application to develop this unsuitable site since 2013, was met with 
strong objections. 
Next steps in the Local Plan Review which will see Kinnerley Village 
designated as a Development Hub, leaving the remaining hamlets still 
designated as a Cluster, are awaited later in 2020. 
The re-opening of the Cross Keys public house in Kinnerley finally 
became a reality in the year.  Back in 2014 / 15 this was described as a 
‘failing pub’ in planning applications that were vigorously opposed. Now, 
thanks to Les Jones’ refurbishments and the ability of the new 
landlords, the full potential envisaged during those difficult times is 
being achieved. 
Flooding was becoming a more regular occurrence in parts of Edgerley 
and Maesbrook, but February 2020 saw record levels of rainfall, which 
sadly increased river levels to such an extent to cause major flooding in 
Pentre village centre. The Parish Council will need to reflect on this 
experience, and to review emergency planning arrangements in the 
light of recent experience. 
Cllr Barclay recorded his thanks to all Councillors for the commitment 
and diligence shown in their work for the Council. He also reflected on 
the resignation of Betton Cambidge from the Council, who had 
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KINNERLEY PARISH COUNCIL NEWS – MAY 2020 (cont). 

represented the Argoed Ward for many years. His extensive local 
knowledge was greatly missed. Three excellent applications had been 
received for the vacancy, with Dr Peter Clarke, with his extensive 
knowledge of the Neighbourhood Plan, selected to join the Parish 
Council in June. 
Cllr Barclay also gave his thanks to the Parish Clerk, Marian Giles, for 
keeping the wheels of the Council turning, and in giving sound advice 
where needed.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Future meetings of the Parish Council are cancelled until 
arrangements can be made for virtual meetings to be held legally.   
 
Parish Clerk: Ms Marian Giles, 61 Willow Street, Oswestry, SY11 
1AQ 
Email: kinnerleyparishcouncil@gmail.com Website: 
www.kinnerleyparishcouncil.org.uk  
Tel: 01691 679171  

Apparently there’s a trail of dog poo all along the path 
to the Parish Hall from Mountside. 
 
Please enjoy your dog walk but also think of other 
people and make sure that you clear up after your 
dog when necessary. 

Kinnerley Church 100 Club.  
 
Due to the coronavirus, the 100 club will not be drawn this year. It has to 
be drawn at a public event.  
If you have already bought a ticket you have the choice of 2 options.  
You can leave the ticket in for next year’s draw, or you can have your 
£10 returned to you.  
If you would like your £10 back, please ring me on 682600. If I don't 
hear from you, I will assume that you are happy for your ticket to go into 
the 2021 draw.  
Thank you for your co-operation.  
Sian West.  
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KINNERLEY KINNERLEY KINNERLEY    

Oswestry and Borders Foodbank 
Who would have thought that our world would 
have changed so much in such a short time 
due to Coronavirus. 
As you will all be aware the church is closed 
until further notice so our usual collection point 
is out of bounds. 
There will be a greater demand than usual on the foodbank due 
to the schools closure. 
Having spoken to the manager at Oswestry they are still 
prepared to receive food on Mondays and Thursdays from 11.00
-14.00 hrs. This method clearly carries its own risks and we 
recommend that future donations of money be made, if you so 
wish.  
Full details are on the web site. The postal address is 56 
Beatrice Street, Oswestry, SY11 1QW, Tel: 671940 
 
Thanks and keep safe 
Doreen and Ken 
Tel: 682727 

Despite Covid 19 The Oswestry and 
Borders Foodbank continues to operate but 
many of their local Collection Points, are 
closed. 
We have established a temporary 
Collection Point, for the duration of the 
crisis, located on the grass verge in front 
of our house  
The Pines at Knockin Heath SY10 8EA 
 
They are desperate for: 
• Tinned Fruit and Veg 
•Tinned Meat and Soups. 
•Longlife Milk 

•Tea & Coffee 
•Fruit Juice 
•Dried Goods, Pasta Rice 
 
Any contribution though is 
gratefully  received, please just leave items 
in the Box on the table provided. 
 
We will deliver produce on a weekly basis 
to the Foodbank when we do our weekly 
shop 
If you need more directions call Paul or 
Andrea on 01691 682249  
or 07933 034584.  

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU FOLLOW THE GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES 
ON HEALTH AND SAFETY AT ALL TIMES 
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More fun and less tears – a  teacher’s suggestion on how to 
improve your memory. 
At school a few years ago we had a talk from a memory man (I forget 
his name!) who held the world record for reciting the figures of Pi. He 
told us how to do it – make connections and strange pictures in your 
mind. Turn abstract concepts like numbers into famous people. Then 
instead of remembering a list of numbers 07534 753247 – you remember 
(for example) Stalin with Boris standing on his right hand side, next to 
Bodicea.  It certainly worked for him! So with the zeal of a new convert 
I tried on myself with computer passwords and security numbers, it 
seemed to help a bit so I tried it with my A level Geography students. 
They weren’t impressed at all! A little crestfallen I didn’t give up but 
dug a bit deeper into memory techniques and taught them a place 
association memory technique. You place certain pieces of knowledge in 
real places in your mind. For example let’s put anything to do with say 
arid environments in the kitchen and make the links, so the sink becomes 
an oasis, the cooker a sand dune, the plate cupboard a wadi and so on. 
This was also met with scepticism, but they agreed it was a bit more 
enjoyable than watching another power point on deserts, and in the end 
this groups exam results were pretty spectacular so maybe it did help?  
The idea that we could radically improve our memories and thereby help 
our students or our own children really inspired me to do more research. 
I found this quote in the Times Educational supplement:  
Current brain research, using magnetic imagery, is showing 
memory to be a crucial element of thinking and not, as years of 
abuse have made it, an alternative to thinking.  
In plain English – remembering stuff is cool!  
So I thought – I’ve come a long way through the education system – 
what has helped me remember information, and what has worked with 
my students? The numbers and people idea didn’t do much for me (or 
my students), the place association has helped a bit – but it still requires 
quite a brain effort to dig out the information. So I thought is there 
anything easier? Yes! I like learning rhymes, and making up learning 
songs -its something I have done for years. If I want to know 6 x 7 I still 
think back to chanting the tables at primary school. If I need to know 
how many days there are in a month I always refer to my best loved: 
Thirty days hath September,  
April, June and November, 
All the rest have thirty-one, 
Excepting February alone. 
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Which has but twenty-eight days clear, 
And twenty-nine in each leap year. 
And here’s one of my own which I sometimes refer to even 
now when I’m teaching: 
The sandy beach is flat – as my flat hat 
The stony beach is steep – its hurts my feet 
I then realised that I also use acrostics – basically using the 
first letter (or two) in a group of facts you want to remember 
- here’s my favourite for soils: 
Soils are a function of clorpt 
Cl = climate, o= organisms, r = relief, p = parent rock and 
t=time 
I am always recommending the use of mnemonics - make a 
word out of the first letter of each word in a list – to make a 
memorable sentence 
e.g. Never eat sea weed 
which is of course the points of the compass North East 
South and West in the correct order around a compass rose.  
Here’s the other weird thing; I can still remember with loving 
gratitude all the different people who taught me these 
memory ‘tricks’ 
There are other methods I have found useful but one thing I 
have learnt over the years is that less is more and so these 
other techniques will have to wait for the next issue of the 
Telescope! In the meantime try some of these techniques for 
yourself and pass on the word!        Dr Tim Foulger  
 
Tim has taught Geography at Merchant Taylors school 
(Northwood), Edinburgh Academy, Shrewsbury School and 
Charterhouse School for the past 30 years. 

Welcome back to the Telescope team Trixie  
after your major heart surgery.  
What would we do without you and of course the 
Crosswords, Sudoku's, Word Searches and many other 
things.. Keep on getting stronger and keep safe. 
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Knockin Parish Council 
Parish Clerk Penny O’Hagan – 3 Lady Ida, Kinnerley, SY10 8DN, 01691 682683 
knockinpc@gmail.com 
 
The most recent meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 10th 
March followed by an Emergency Meeting held on Saturday 21st March 
2020.  
Village Entrances 
The gates are now on order and it is hoped that they will be installed in 
the verges near the existing Knockin sign at the Wolfshead end of the 
village as soon as is practicable 
Street lights  
The Parish Council only owns 4 street lights; 3 on Church Road and 1 on 
Kinnerley road. All other lights in the parish belong to Shropshire 
Council; the Parish Council lights have now been converted to LED 
lights Precept. 
 
Future Parish Council Meetings 
Parish Council Meetings are usually held in the committee room off the 
Assembly Rooms and are all open to the press and public.  A period of 
15 minutes is set aside at the start of each meeting to allow the public to 
raise matters relating to items on the agenda or in the parish.  
During this period of uncertainty The Government has passed legislation 
to allow Parish Councils to meet remotely and depending on the length 
of the lock down period this may be something we will trial in the future. 
The meetings will still be open to the public to view online and there will 
be an opportunity for the public to speak and will be advertised on the 
website as normal.  
However as the Parish Council only meets 6 times a year it may be that 
this is not needed especially as an emergency meeting held on Saturday 
21st March delegated authority to the Parish Clerk to undertake the day to 
day running of the Parish Council including to make payments and 
respond to planning applications (following consultation via email with 
councillors) until it could meet formally again. 
www.knockinparish.org.uk/.  
 
Self Isolation 
If anyone is in self isolation and struggling to get hold of food and other 
essential items e.g prescriptions please contact the Parish Council Clerk 

KNOCKINKNOCKINKNOCKIN   
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Penny O’Hagan knockinpc@gmail.com  01691 682683 and she will try 
to put you in contact with someone who can help. 
 
Knockin Assembly Rooms 
The Assembly Rooms is currently shut in line with Government 
Guidance; we are going to use this period as an opportunity to give the 
hall a deep clean so it will be all spick and span when we are able to 
reopen. 
 
Miranda Lawson is the new bookings officer for the hall please 
telephone 01691 682307. 

Answers to Kinnerley Quizzing page: 27 
 

1. James I 
2. Berlin 
3. Rhone 
4. Bristol 
5. Angel Falls (979 metres) 
6. The order of the planets (from the sun) 
7. Cello 
8. 225 (15 x 15) 
9. Meerschaum 
10.Green 

Hello All my past neighbours, I used to live at. EPARONDA  a Bungalow at 
Knockin Heath 40 years ago. Some people will remember me as (Mrs Trouser 
Jones ) 

I would like to Thank ALL who are involved with putting together The 
Telescope  News in this sad time of this awful Virus we have over us. Let’s 
hope it won’t last much longer. 
I usually get my magazine at Maesbrook Garden Club every month. But Hilary 
bless her has been sending it to me since we have been locked down. 
 
I really enjoy the Magazine  please keep it up. 

Thank You Once Again, Eileen Jones 

Best wishes; Be safe 



20 

 

KNOCKINKNOCKINKNOCKIN   

WANTED! 
 

Poppy Collector for the Knockin area 
 

Please contact Linda Brown 01691 682388 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE KNOCKIN SHOP 

The Knockin Shop reopened at the end of February to the delight of the 
village.  We’ve all missed the shop, not just as a source of food, 
newspapers etc., but as a hub of the village.  It was always a place where 
you might meet a neighbour you hadn’t seen for a while and could stop 
for a chat.  Therefore it’s really good to welcome Mark and Kay to our 
community to continue the tradition set by Sandie and Clive. 
The shop itself has been beautifully refurbished and it’s a pleasure to 
enter the fresh, clean and welcoming environment. 
Mark and Kay are originally from Shropshire but lived in Barmouth for 
34 years, raising their two children there and running a hotel for a part 
of that time.  We hope they will be very happy in Knockin. 
The Knockin Shop takes orders over the phone and will deliver to 
anyone in Knockin village who is unable to get out and about.  Just 
phone Mark and Kay on 682002. 



21 

 

Knockin Post Office  
A Post Office service is available in 

Knockin Assembly Rooms 

every Tuesday, 1.30-3.30pm 

KNOCKINKNOCKINKNOCKIN   

For your diary: - 
Jack Dent, Associate of the Inner 
Magic Circle, will bring his  
 

Magical Family Show  
to Knockin on October 16th.   
 

Don’t miss it - book the date now! 

Refuel at the FILLING STATION 
 

In view of the coronavirus situation it’s unlikely we shall 
meet in the Assembly Rooms in May, but it may be possible 

to hold an online meeting.   
Brian will keep in touch with all on our mailing list.   

If you’re not on the list, please phone for more details:  
01691 682339 

We usually meet 3rd Tuesday of each month 
7.30 pm, Knockin Assembly Rooms 

To enjoy informal worship, prayer and a good speaker 
www.thefillingstation.org.uk 
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MAESBROOKMAESBROOKMAESBROOK   
Extracts from Maesbrook School logbook 
1905 
The correspondent was instructed to write and ask for assistance in 
teaching for the headteacher. Also to ask for a new chair and two new 
doormats. 

1907 
Holidays: that the harvest holidays begin on July 27th, that the school 
have a holiday on June 18th, the day of the Wesleyan trip, that the 
school have a holiday on June 24th, Empire Day. 

1910 
September: Mrs Ward Green, Mrs Frank and Mrs Maclean be asked to 
visit the parents or guardians of those children suffering from defects 
revealed by medical inspection 

1911 
June: Provision of meals: this matter was considered but the children 
attending the school being well fed it was decided that nothing need be 
done. 

September: A half holiday was allowed for 21st September, the day of 
the Oswestry Agricultural Show. 

December: school clock is out of order and requires cleaning and is to 
go to Oswestry to be attended to. Two new doormats for the school were 
sanctioned, also a lock for the pump. (Presumably not the same 
doormats as were requested in 1905!) 

1913 
February: School having been disinfected and whitewashed owing to 
scarlet fever having broken out, bill for same sent to LEA for payment. 

April: LEA have declined to pay for the disinfecting of the school 

1914 
June: 6d to I Lloyd for chloride of lime for disinfecting the school after 
measles... 

1924: 
MARCH Diocesan Inspectors Report: “The inspection of the RI in this 
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MAESBROOKMAESBROOKMAESBROOK   

small school was most satisfactory. The methods of the new syllabus 
had been well grasped with most encouraging results. The Lower 
Division was certainly rather shy and slow in answering, but the upper 
division in all its work was very good. Special credit must be given for 
the Catechism and the repetition in both divisions. The written work 
was very good. 

MAY:  HMI's report.  “A poor start is made in the Infants Class; the 
intelligence of the children is depressed by the monotony of the teaching 
and the lack of incentive to and opportunity for individual effort. In the 
Upper Division composition is weak in thought and arrangement and 
the spelling is poor.  Reading is much better, the older children grasp the 
substance of a passage well.  Good observation was shown by the boys 
in a pencil study of a coal scuttle, and the girls are interested in their 
needlework. A great improvement had been made in the playground by 
cleaning off the weeds and by making long wide borders. These are 
planted with vegetables and flowers. The children work on a 
cooperative basis and share the produce. 

1927: September 
Letter from the Board of Education: 

“Unless the Board receive by January 1st satisfactory proposals for 
remedying the defects, together with an assurance that if the plans are 
approved the work will at once be proceeded with, the Board will have 
to consider fixing a date beyond which the school will cease to be 
recognized as a Public Elementary School.” 

July 22nd 1929 
The school children were now being conveyed daily to Kinnerley 
School. As the Board of Education had partially condemned Kinnerley 
School and a large sum of money was needed to carry out the repairs, 
the managers were asked whether they would consider selling 
Maesbrook School and allow the proceeds to be used for the repairs of 
Kinnerley School. 

After some discussion it was agreed that Maesbrook School should be 
put up for public auction and if sold the money to given to the Managers 
of Kinnerley School for the repairs. 

THE END 
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PENTRE AND EDGERLEYPENTRE AND EDGERLEYPENTRE AND EDGERLEY   

 

Hi Readers, The answer to last month's question is ESSOccc 

For this month a little about car crime. How effective Bosco’s 
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inflatable driver would be as a deterrent is questionable. 
There was not a great deal of car theft in the early days of the 
motorcar. 

In the early 1950s Lucas made an ignition/light switch, it was 
a robust easy to read regards to side/head lights. The ignition 
switch and key were made by Wilmot Breedon who 
embossed the key number onto the ignition switch. These 
keys were numbered FA FB etc. with an appropriate number. 
This key would also open the door.  

These keys were sold in car shops such as Halfords which 
made it easy for the thief to steal a car. Rolls Royce and 
other expensive cars fitted a small Yale type lock which was 
much more secure. 

During the 1960s various types of devices came onto the 
market. These were of various ideas such as locking the 
hand brake on, which required the car to have a very 
effective hand brake, not always the case. Or locking the car 
in gear which still meant it could be driven. The most popular 
was a device that consisted of a hardened steel inner bar that 
slid into an outer case. There was a hook at each end, one 
that went behind the clutch pedal, the other onto the steering 
wheel. There was a lock that would hold the item securely 
closed. As a deterrent it was effective and many thousands 
were sold. 

The question is what was it called? 

FACT The latest car crime is stealing catalytic converters. 
Easily removed at the roadside the metals inside them such 
as platinum and manganese have a high scrap value. 

AUTOJUMBLE 

PENTRE AND EDGERLEYPENTRE AND EDGERLEYPENTRE AND EDGERLEY   
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MELVERLEYMELVERLEYMELVERLEY   
Events 
Well folks, as we now know, many of our planned events will 
have to be put on hold for the time being due to the Coronavirus. 
The regular events will return at some point but any that have 
been planned for April and probably May will have been taken off 
our list. We will continue to keep others on from June in the hope 
that they can go ahead, so keep your fingers crossed. 

And Finally.... 
We are very fortunate to live where we do and despite 
the flooding we had through February and into March it 

can have its benefits, as Martin and I have been getting our daily 
exercise collecting sticks, from the argae at the back of us, which 
should keep us warm for a while. One of the things I like to send 
to my girls just for fun during this isolation thing, are random 
pictures of sticks that I’ve collected that I think look like 
something, so what do you think this looks like? Check out the 
nature notes too.  
Once again, stay safe everyone 
Karen 
 
Nature Notes 
Being at home gives you chance to appreciate what you have 
around you and our garden is a little nature reserve. 
We have blue tits nesting in a box on the shed, lots of frogs 
spawn in the pond and we are really excited about a mallard duck 
who is nesting in an old withy tree in the field; (Picture on page 45 
with Nature Notes section).. She has laid four eggs and we look 
forward to seeing them hatch out. There are lots of bumble bees 
and everything is bursting into life. We also have another visitor 
(who is quite partial to a tasty little bird) and that’s the sparrow 
hawk that is often seen hiding behind the hedge looking for a 
meal and although it’s a bit sad when they achieve their aim, it is 
a beautiful bird and still part of nature. 
No matter what’s going on in our world, nature still finds a way to 
cope. 
Karen Davies :01691 682659  or 07968753520 
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KINNERLEY QUIZZING 

The Shropshire Village Hall Quiz season should have finished with the finals 
round on 3rd April but because of the COVID-19 restrictions the decision was 
taken to cancel that and to declare the season closed.  We had acquitted 
ourselves well in the March round, coming within four points of the overall 
runaway winners, Radbrook Green A, who averaged four points more each 
month than the 2nd placed team over the whole season.  We came a very 
creditable fourth in Division 2.  In the absence of that finals round, here is a 
selection of further questions from earlier rounds, to help keep you amused for 
a few moments if we’re still in lock-down (answers on page 19): 

 
1. Which king did Guy Fawkes intend to blow up? 
2. In which city is the musical Cabaret set? 
3. Which river flows though Lake Geneva and on into the 

Mediterranean via the Camargue region? 
4. Temple Meads and Parkway are railway stations serving 

which UK city? 
5. Which major tourist attraction in Venezuela has the highest drop in 

the world? 
6. What does “My very educated mother just served us noodles” remind 

you of? 
7. Two violins, one viola and which other instrument usually make up a 

string quartet? 
8. How many squares are there on a Scrabble board? 
9. Which clay-like mineral gives its name to a once-popular type of 

tobacco pipe? 
10. What colour is the Grinch? 
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Rob’s 4 days South-West and mid Wales 
Monday 21st.to Thursday 

24th.September 2020 

 
See the heads and hear the tales on our guided tour of 
the Royal Mint;         experience going behind the 
scenes to see the processes that put the pounds and 
pennies in our pockets surprising stories and fascinating 
facts about the craftsmanship that goes into each 
miniature work of art then follow the journey of a coin 
from a blank to a bank.   Experience the beauty of the 
Gower peninsula with a guide on our coach to tell the 
history of the area, excursion through Pembrokeshire to 
the historic seaside town of Tenby narrow streets 
beautiful beaches harbour shops cafes bars.   National 
Botanic Garden set in 568 acres of Carmarthenshire 
parkland stunning views across the lakes, walk through 
the world’s largest single span glass house. Last time we 
visited 12/10/07. 

 
3 nights bed breakfasts and evening meals at the***Ivy 
Bush Royal Hotel which combines old world charm with 
modern facilities, situated in the heart of Carmarthen the 
oldest town in Wales; £318 per person, single supplement £36 
to include all above.  
For itinerary with times and date of payment 

 
Tel Rob/Joan 01691682109 

 
Something to look forward to always in good company  

(I reserved all the above 10th.October 2019. 
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TELESCOPE CROSSWORDTELESCOPE CROSSWORDTELESCOPE CROSSWORD   

ACROSS 
1 A person who travels door-to-door selling small goods (6) 
4  An Old Testament book, parts of which are often sung (6) 
9  Make of American car, discontinued in 2010 (7) 
10  A tropical stone fruit of a tree frequently found in swamps (5) 
11  Citizen of the major European civilisation at the time of Christ (5) 
12  Berkshire university town on the Thames and Kennet rivers (7) 
13  Town in Hampshire, home to a major annual air-show (11) 
18  City in Illinois popularly known as 'the windy city' (7) 
20  Astrological sign, September 23-October 22 (5) 
22  A brief passage leading to a piece of popular music (5) 
23  The first book of the Old Testament (7) 
24  Spanish city in the north-east of Catalonia (6) 
25  In tennis, a ball that is returned before it hits the ground (6) 
 
DOWN 
1  Style of painting typified by the soup cans of Andy Warhol (3,3) 
2  A coarse durable cotton fabric (5) 
3  Town in south-eastern France on the Rhone river; the seat of the papacy from 1309 to 1378 
(7) 
5  A lively ballroom dance from Brazil (5) 
6  A platform at the top of a staircase (7) 
7  Town about 20 miles west of London on the A4 (6) 
8  Town in Yorkshire, home to a Fair, the  subject of a well-known folk song (11) 
14  Profession of Amelia Earhart who crossed the Atlantic in 1932 (7) 
15  City of America, home to the Walt Disney World resort (7) 
16  A Chinese classic text describing an ancient system of cosmology and philosophy (1,5) 
17  Surname of the football manager who led the English team to victory in the World Cup in 

Solutions on Page 37 



30 

 

What do you call 2 banana skins on the carpet?  
A pair of slippers. 
 
Where do baby apes sleep?   
In an apricot. 
 
How do monkeys make toast?  
They put it under the gorilla. 
 
What do you call 2 robbers?  
A pair of knickers. 
 
Did you pick your nose?  
No I was born with it. 

What type of sandals do frogs wear? 
Open-toed. 
 
Why are hairdressers never late for work? 
They know all the short cuts.  

What do you get when you cross an angry sheep with a cross cow? 
An animal that's in a baaaaaad mooooood. 
 
I saw a magic tractor the other day.  Do you know how I knew it was magic? 
It turned into a field. 
 
What's green and smells like pink paint? 
Green paint. 
 
Why should you never talk to pi? 
Because it will go on and on forever  

Why are hairdressers never late for work? 
They know all the short cuts . 

Where should a monkey go when he loses his tail? 
To a retailers. 

What did the doctor say to the invisible patient? 
“Sorry but I can’t see you today”. 

Some Playground Jokes 
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It has been a pleasure to have items coming 
in from Telescope readers for this May 
edition of the Telescope, when so many 
activities have been cancelled. We very much 
welcome your input and will include what we 
can whenever space is available. 
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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH – JUNE JACKSON 

 
June was born in Singapore and her father described her as a “Chamberlain baby” as she 
was born at the time when Chamberlain returned from Germany with a piece of paper 
signed by Hitler saying there would be “Peace in our time”. 
June’s parents, Peggy and Ted Hebditch had met through their work in Singapore. Ted was 
an Electrical Engineer for GEC and due to there being no jobs in England during the 
depression, GEC offered Ted work in Malaysia in 1926. He was a bachelor, so grasped the 
opportunity. His work took him to the tin mines of Ipoh and he also did electrical work at 
the Sultan of Brunei’s palace! 
Peggy, June’s mother, was born and raised in Japan. Peggy’s father worked for Cable and 
Wireless and his work took him all over the world. (He actually sailed around the world 32 
times with his work!) As most of his customers were in the Far East, Cable and Wireless 
agreed that he could be based with his young family in Japan. As a young woman, Peggy 
occasionally travelled with her father working as his PA and it was when they were working 
in Singapore that Peggy’s father suggested to his client at GEC that perhaps there may be a 
suitable bachelor in the business to accompany Peggy to dinner. Yes…Ted was the bachelor 
from GEC who became Peggy’s dinner companion. 

Peggy and Ted were married in Penang, Malaysia and settled down to work and family life 
in Singapore. June is the younger of two children and in those early years she and her 
brother David, were taken on holiday to Fraser’s Hill or Cameron Highlands, where the air 
was much cooler in the hottest months. June’s mother’s diaries describe the treacherous 
roads they had to travel to get to the hills. They were so narrow that vehicles couldn’t pass. 

June’s father would normally return to his family in Somerset for his leave. But in 1939, 
when June was 18 months old, it was not safe to return to Europe as war had broken out. So 
Ted took his family to Australia for his leave, staying firstly with June’s godfather in Perth 
and then with her mother’s family in Sydney. (June’s maternal grandmother was born in 
Australia). They had planned to continue to New Zealand but didn’t go because June and 
David had whooping cough. They returned to Singapore and life rolled on happily until 
December 1941.This was when the Japanese bombs dropped on Singapore. June’s family 
could see the bombs dropping in the distance, from their garden, and action needed to be 
taken quickly. Ted stored the family’s belongings in GEC warehouses and tried to find a 
boat that could transport his family to safety in either Australia or South Africa. By this time 
Ted was a civilian volunteer on searchlight duty at night June’s mother’s diary records 
events of those days, during December 1941,when they were desperately trying to escape 
from the war. One entry reads, “Saw the man but nothing happened today”. Three days later 
on December 21stthe entry reads “Saw the man and we are going tonight”. Mothers and 
children, including Peggy, David and June, squashed onto a boat heading for Cape Town, 
South Africa, not knowing when they would see their men folk again. With three families 
per cabin and only a limited water supply it wasn’t easy. The boat stopped off in Sri Lanka’s 
capital, Columbo and one of June’s earliest memories is watching local boys there, diving 
into the sea to get coins thrown overboard by the passengers. Exactly a month after leaving 
Singapore they arrived in Cape Town. 

June’s father was still in Singapore wondering what had happened to his wife and children. 
Singapore fell to the “Japs” in February 1942 and Ted was captured and interned in Changi 
camp as a prisoner of war. By a strange coincidence a new cell mate arrived and asked if 
there was anyone there by the name of Hebditch. He had heard on the Red Cross radio that 
Peggy, David and June Hebditch had arrived safely in South Africa and was able to pass on 
the good news to Ted. 
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As Ted’s sister was living in Johannesburg, after just a few days in Cape Town, Peggy, 
David and June set off by train to go and stay with her. However the cold weather didn’t 
agree with them. June remembers seeing snow for the first time whilst there and also 
having coughs and colds. So Peggy decided to take her children south to Durban where the 
climate was similar to Singapore. They spent three years in South Africa and Peggy’s 
parents and sister, who were living in India at the time, were able to join them and they all 
rented a house together. June has pleasant memories of wonderful weather and lovely 
beaches. Apart from David getting diphtheria and going into the isolation hospital, life was 
OK. June remembers fondly a Zulu girl called Miriam who helped her mother. Miriam took 
June and David to her village and they rode on the trucks in the sugar cane fields. 

However life was pretty awful for Ted at the prisoner of war camp. Two Japanese ships 
had been torpedoed in Singapore harbour and the Japs suspected that the in-mates had a 
hidden radio transmitter which they’d used to tip off the allies. All the engineers interned at 
Changi, including Ted, were rounded up and taken to Kempetai (Gestapo) HQ where they 
were tortured in an attempt to get a confession about a hidden radio transmitter in the 
camp. Ted left the Gestapo HQ very weak and was put on light duties and gardening back 
in Changi. 

As soon as VE Day (Victory in Europe) was announced Peggy decided she must take June 
and David back to England as she knew that if Ted had survived he would make his way 
back to his family roots in Somerset. They embarked on a six week voyage on the troop 
ship “Andes” arriving in Liverpool in May 1945. The ship had to zig-zag across the 
Atlantic to avoid the U-boats .June has a clear memory of being ticked off by the troops on 
this voyage. The sea was very rough and passengers were banned from the dangerous open 
decks. However June, who was supposed to be in the nursery, had decided to potter 
towards the mothers lounge via the open decks. She was grabbed by a sailor just in time, or 
she could have been washed out to sea! 

They travelled from Liverpool to Yeovil, Somerset, by train and befriended another young 
mum on the journey who was with her daughter and baby. June chuckles recalling the 
aghast expression on Ted’s sister’s face when she met them at Yeovil station and Peggy 
was holding a baby! June is still friends with Averil, now 96, who was the young mum on 
the train. 
David and June went to Cromehurst school near Stoke-sub-Hamdon and she recalls awful 
rain and sour English fruits in comparison to the sunshine and paw-paw fruit of Durban. 

VJ Day (Victory in Japan) was August 15th 1945 and 
Ted was still at Changi P.O.W camp. He’d lost six 
stones in weight and along with the other prisoners 
was starving. They’d survived on a meagre diet of 
mainly rice. As the Japanese guards surrendered they 
opened stores full of Red Cross parcels that had never 
been given to the P.O.W’s. Mountbatten was pictured 
arriving at Changi as the P.O.W.’s were released. Ted 
sailed back to Liverpool on The Tegel, a Dutch troop 
ship and made his way down to Somerset. 
June had gone off to boarding school in September 1945, aged 7yrs. She remembers her 
father arriving at the boarding school on his return and bringing her a book as a gift. But 
she didn’t recognise Ted as she was only 3yrs old when she last saw him!   

(To be continued) Sue Brown, Maesbury) 
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SCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWSSCHOOL NEWS   
It has been an uncertain time for everyone recently. including 
the staff and pupils of Kinnerley School.  Following 
Government advice, the school closed its doors to pupils on 
Friday 20th March, having provided learning packs to help the 
children continue their learning at home. 
 
Following an extremely busy weekend of liaison between the 
different schools in the Westcliffe Federation, the West 
Felton Hub opened on Monday 23rd March to provide wrap-
around care for children from West Felton, Kinnerley and St 
Andrew’s Nesscliffe schools whose parents are keyworkers.  
Staff from all of the schools rallied together at short notice 
to plan and organise activities for the children who needed to 
remain in school while also posting information and tasks 
online for all children and parents to access from home. 
 
The safety of staff and children attending the West Felton 
site is obviously of paramount importance and new routines 
for handwashing and for sanitising equipment, desks and door 
handles were quickly established.  Children and staff were 
also given the space to practise social distancing while they 
were attending the West Felton Hub, with many activities 
taking place outside in the fresh air (helped, of course, by the 
lovely weather!). 
 
Despite the challenges presented by the current situation, 
staff at the Hub were able to provide a safe place for those 
children who had no other option but to continue to attend 
school.  It was also a great opportunity for members of staff 
from all 3 schools to come together, share expertise and work 
as part of the wider team.  New friends have been made and 
bonds between the schools in the Federation have 
undoubtedly been strengthened. 
 
The uncertainty continues for everyone and it is hard to 
predict what the coming weeks will bring.  At present, the plan 
is that the West Felton Hub will remain open over what would 
have been the Easter holidays in order to continue to provide 
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much needed care for children of keyworkers.  Resources and 
information will also continue to be posted on the school 
website for parents and children to access from home. 
 
With best wishes from all at Kinnerley School.   

A PLEA FROM KINNERLEY SCHOOL FRIENDS: 
 
Printer Cartridges  
We would love to receive your old branded, HP, Canon etc, printer cartridges or toners. We 
can get over 1 pound per cartridge for the school.   MANY THANKS  

Seize the day 
Why harbour dreams of far beyond today? 
Enjoy the riches you already know. 
Heaven is here and now, not years away. 
 
Far-reaching plans dictate our work and play; 
We chase the rainbow, spurn the status-quo. 
Why harbour dreams of far beyond today? 
 
The Babel Tower builders lost their way, 
Seeing future as the only way to go. 
Heaven is here and now, not years away. 
 
Go, make a splash before the rainy day: 
Learn French, hang-gliding; visit Tokyo. 
Why harbour dreams of far beyond today? 
 
Enjoy the sun, the moon, the milky way,  
The sunsets universally on show. 
Heaven is here and now, not years away. 
 
Let’s learn the wisdom in our children's way 
of living for the present ebb and flow. 
Why harbour dreams of far beyond today? 
Heaven is here and now, not years away. 
 
© Trixie Roberts 
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Dovaston Congregational Chapel 
(Now, Dovaston with Wilcot United Reformed Church) 

 
A History from the early 1820’s to 1900 

  
Dovaston is a township of the parish of Kinnerley.  It is eleven miles 
from Shrewsbury, which in former years was its chief market town, a 
position which is now occupied by Oswestry, from which place it is 
distant about seven and a half miles. 
  
The beginning of the present century found the inhabitants of this 
neighbourhood far behind the age. Savage sports, such as dog-fighting, 
cock-fighting, badger-baiting, and the like, were indulged in at regular 
intervals around a pole erected in some heath land near the site now 
occupied by the Congregational Chapel, the Parish Church being about a 
mile distant. 
 
 

The Original Preaching Stone  
from the 1820’s 

(Stone in the Bottom Right) 
 
 
 

 
  

During this state of things, on one Sunday afternoon in 1823 or 1824, 
there might have been seen standing upon a large stone at the corner of 
the road just below the present chapel, a man of gentlemanly 
appearance and manner, with a burning zeal for the salvation of souls, 
preaching the words of Divine truth to as dark and benighted a 
gathering as it was possible to meet with during this century.  Very soon 
the attractive power of the Cross was exercised upon the heart of a man 
named Thomas Williams, who opened his house for the preaching of 
the Gospel. 

  
Preaching was continued there for two years and, as time has dealt gently 
with the old house, it may still be seen standing with its thatched roof and 
paved stone floor. 
 
An excerpt from a booklet ‘The history of Dovaston’ by Jeff  Hancock 
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Solution to 
Sudoku is on 
page 39 

If you would like to promote an event in Maesbury’s newsletter 
please contact Sue Brown, email: suebrown869@hotmail.co.uk 

ACROSS  

1  Pedlar  
4  Psalms  
9  Pontiac  
10  Mango  
11  Roman  
12  Reading  
13  Farnborough  
18  Chicago  
20  Libra  
22  Intro  
23  Genesis  
24  Girona  
25 Volley  

DOWN  

1  Pop Art  
2  Denim  
3  Avignon  
5  Samba  
6  Landing  
7  Slough  
8  Scarborough  
14  Aviator  
15  Orlando  
16  I Ching  
17  Ramsey  
19  Acorn  
21  Basel  

This is the solution to Brainwarp Crossword ATC18 on page 29 
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OSWESTRY LIBRARY OSWESTRY LIBRARY OSWESTRY LIBRARY       May 2020   
9 Arthur Street, Oswestry, SY11 1JN, 01743 250351 
 

 Hello from the library - and a request 
 

Hello all, 
  
I hope you are all staying well and strong at this difficult time. 
If you’re receiving this email, it’s because you’re on my 
mailing list for parish magazines/community newsletters in 
the Oswestry/Borders area. I hope you don’t mind me 
contacting you with a question. 
  
As you undoubtedly will have seen, library buildings are 
closed for the foreseeable and we are currently looking at how 
we can help support the community with our doors closed. 
  
There are some fantastic grass-roots community groups 
springing up around Oswestry, collecting local volunteers for 
different purposes and connecting them to those in need. I’m 
busy trying to compile a list of all of them, so that library staff 
can be armed with all the best information about where to 
signpost people to for support, and where to contact people 
who are ready to help. 
  
I thought it might be worth asking all of you, with your 
unique insights into your respective communities, whether 
you have any information you have heard that you could share 
with me on this? I’m interested in Oswestry/Borders specific 
social media groups, websites, phone lines and offers of 
support of any kind in response to the COVID pandemic, that 
might be useful for us to know about so that if we hear of 
anyone in need (or anyone wanting to volunteer), we can 
direct them appropriately. It will also help us to spot where the 
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gaps are, while we consider how best to act to support the 
community in the coming months. 
 Thanks so much, 
  
Siobhan Shaw 
Branch Manager, Libraries Team 
Oswestry Library 
9 Arthur Street 
Oswestry SY11 1JN 
01743 250351 (branch number) 
01743 255394 (direct line) 
siobhan.shaw@shropshire.gov.uk  www.shropshire.gov.uk 
  
All library branches are closed until further notice. 
  
For events and activities in libraries across Shropshire 
visit Shropshire Libraries  

Solution to Sudoko page 37 
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Knockin Medical Centre 
01691 682203 
www.knockinmedicalcentre.nhs.uk 
01691 682203 

www.knockinmedicalcentre.nhs.uk 
 

Facebook       
We now have our own Facebook page. You can find it by searching Knockin 
Medical Centre.  We are posting updates relating to our service provision and any 
information relating to the current pandemic.  Please “Like” and “Share” with as 
many of your friends as possible. 
Prescriptions 
Due to the unprecedented volume of requests for medication from the dispensary, 
combined with the difficulties we are having in obtaining stock due to the pandemic 
we are now asking that you leave 7 full days between ordering and collecting your 
medication. 
Please try not to ring us “just to check” if your medication is ready.  We are 
receiving a high volume of these calls and it is taking up a lot of the admin and 
dispensary team’s time.  Please be aware that if we are experiencing difficulty in 
obtaining your item, Ann will send you a text or contact you.  If you hear nothing 
please arrange collection 7 days after you request. 
We would also request that if possible you request via one of the online platforms. 
Ann and her team are working tirelessly to ensure that everyone can have the 

CORONA VIRUS 
As you can appreciate the information relating to the current outbreak will have 
changed considerably since this copy was sent to print.  We are monitoring the 
situation on a daily basis and we are keeping our website and new Facebook Page 
updated with the current advice as often as possible.   The NHS 111 website will also 
be updated daily with information and recommendations.  
We are following current Government Guidelines and all requests for Doctor 
appointments are being assessed with a telephone call first.  We are also suspending 
most of our routine activity.  All urgent blood tests and dressings are still being 
undertaken as are all baby immunisations. 
If you believe that you may be showing symptoms of the virus or you are self isolating 
because a family member has symptoms, PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO COME 
TO THE SURGERY.  If you require medication during this time please ask a friend 
or neighbour to collect on your behalf or if you don’t have anyone who can do this for 
you please contact us and we will see if we can find someone to deliver it to you.  
Please note that deliveries will be left outside your front door or in another suitably 
arranged venue. 
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medication that they need.  Please do not ask for items more than one week in advance. 
New Patients 
We are still taking on new patients living in our practice area.  If you would like to 
register with us, you can visit our website or just telephone the surgery, one of the 
Admin team will be able to sort out your registration.  We may ask you to have a 
telephone appointment with one of the team if you are living with a long term 
condition or have regular medication. 
Staff News 
Due to the current pandemic Dr Murad has not left us, she is with us at the moment and 
we will keep you posted as we are made aware of changes to this situation.  The GP 
that was to replace her has remained in his current placement and will hopefully be 
joining us later in the year. 
Contact Details 
We are always trying to keep your details up to date.  Please can you ensure that you 
tell the receptionist if you have changed your mobile number?  This means we can send 
you a text message with details of future appointments and or specific health 
information. We can also keep you up to date with any advice regarding the current 
pandemic. 
Test Results 
As you can appreciate we have a lot of phone calls in the mornings.  If you are ringing 
to find out the results of tests or investigations please can you ring in an afternoon, 
preferably between 2 and 6 pm.  This gives the Doctor more time to view and comment 
on your result prior to your phoning.  With the NHS App or the other online services 
can view results of blood tests and x-rays online without having to make an 
appointment to see the GP. 
Patient Forum 
Our patient forum has currently been suspended due to the pandemic.  We will 
advertise here and on our Facebook page and website when this is back in operation. 

  
I would like to end on a positive note and say a huge thank you to all of our patients for 
being so understanding during this difficult period.   
We have received a lot of positive feedback from several of you which is very much 
appreciated.  
We have also received many offers of help from people who are willing to help us to 
deliver medication to those who are shielding or are self isolating.  If you think that 
you may be able to help us in this or any other way then please contact reception or 
email knockin.admin@nhs.net with your details. 
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Walking for Health 

During the coronavirus outbreak we need to follow the latest 
government advice regarding gatherings.  The most recent 

communication from Shropshire County Council suspended the 
activities of all Walking for Health Groups until the end of May at the 

earliest and, as we know, the UK Government advice is updated daily. 
We suggest that you contact one of the leaders the day before the walk 

to confirm it is still taking place. 
We normally offer two walks per month leaving Kinnerley Parish Hall 10 am 

Our programme of walks is as follows: - 
June 8th & 22nd   and   July 13th & 27th 

Walks will be 1 to 1 ½ hours long. 
You can contact Ken 01691 682727, Dave 01691 682875 or Ann & Charles 

01691 683834 for more information. 
We look forward to seeing you when we can resume our walks.  In the 

meantime, you can find tips on keeping active at home from a variety of 
sources.  Go to the Walking for Health website  

https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk  
Follow the links to the Ramblers website and see their suggestions for 

keeping active at home. 

To anyone using public footpaths 
Please remember that footpaths cross people's land and in some cases run 
close to homes where owners may be (anxiously) self-isolating. Please to not 
stray from the footpaths; and if you do use footpaths, remember that the virus 
can be left on gates and stiles, where it can remain viable for up to 72 hours.  

The differences between the two pictures on page 46 are: 
1. Number of stalks in the clump of plants second from the left. 

2. Height of the clump of plants fourth from the left. 

3. Closeness of the clump of plants second from right. 

4. Shape of wing on swan on left. 

5. Smallest cygnet’s head position. 

6. Water ripple on far left. 

7. Central and largest swan’s beak. 

8. Length of string between cygnet on right and toy duck. 

9. Number of bubbles nearer to the right. 

10. Number of small perch on right. 
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Kinnerley Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 

The activities of the Kinnerley Parish Paths Partnership (P3) 
have all been put on hold for the time being following 
advice from Shropshire Council. However, once things can 
resume, we have a long list of tasks that we want to address 
across the parish. The recent floods have left many 

damaged stiles in the area around the Royal Hill, including several along 
the Shropshire Way and the Severn Way. We were intending to tackle 
many of these anyway, so perhaps it could be said that it's as well that we 
hadn't as we might have had to fix things again! We've also got in mind 
some work just to the south of Maesbrook to fix up more stiles that have 
deteriorated with time. Over to the east, there are a couple of rights of way 
near Kynaston that we hope to refurbish and make more accessible as well 
as some to the north of Dovaston. The Council have (as always) been 
really supportive in the provision of both advice and materials. As soon as 
we can get going again, we'll be joining with the Council to keep the local 
right of way network maintained. With more than one hundred in the 
parish, there's never a shortage of work! 
 
Our next meeting is clearly subject to confirmation but is hopefully on 
Wednesday 10th June at 7.30 pm. We're always happy to welcome new 
volunteers. Please contact Charles on 07548 283447 to confirm details or 
email kinnerleyfootpaths@gmail.com 
 
Knockin P3 
Knockin is also in need of volunteers to help maintain its footpaths. 
Anyone who is interested in getting involved should contact Pam Ward, 
01691 682485 
 
One thing that may be of use to anyone interested in maps is the following 
link to a page from Shropshire Council's Great Outdoors website that 
describes the whole county in enormous detail: - 
 
http://maps.shropshire.gov.uk/greatoutdoors/index.html 
 
If you play around with the options that it offers, you can find not only all 
of the rights of way and their individual reference numbers but other 
handy things such as any house names (look up your own house by 
putting the name in the address box as a start). Handy for any lost delivery 
drivers! 
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Nature Notes   

The cuckoos are on their way! 
Over half the number of cuckoos in the UK have been lost 
over the last 20 years. Since 2011 the BTO have been 
satellite-tracking cuckoos to find out why. Three of the birds 
being monitored were in Liberia having overwintered in 
central Africa, as I write this on the first day of April.  They 
are now moving north and are busy feeding up in 
preparation for their desert crossings, ensuring they have the energy and 
reserves needed for the strenuous journey.     BTO; https://www.bto.org/ 

 
To find out more, visit https://www.bto.org/ and choose ‘Our 
science’, then ‘Projects’, then ‘Cuckoo Tracking Project’.  You can 
contribute to this work by sponsoring a cuckoo and the BTO will 
even send you regular updates on your cuckoo’s movements! 
 

Hearing the first cuckoo of spring is a breath-taking experience.   
Please let us know when you hear the first cuckoo of 2020. 
 
From Dovaston: 
“I always enjoy reading the Nature Notes in the 'Telescope' and was 
especially interested in one item in the April edition regarding the 'frog-
catching' buzzard. 
Last Friday morning, 19th March, my garden pond had small patches of 
white scum on the surface. This looked similar to ice, but when I scooped 
one up it disappeared.  The fish, of course, were hiding, as they always do 
for a while after being disturbed. but 5 days later are being a little braver. I 
haven't seen any frogs since then, but the frog spawn is swelling well.  
I have not experienced this before, although we have suffered the 
occasional heron.  I'm wondering if we have a 
local buzzard making the most of this glorious 
weather, and if anyone else in the area has 
suffered?” 
Kathleen 
 

From Knockin: 
“A buzzard sometimes sits in an oak tree very close to 
our house, keeping a close eye on what’s going on.  
Occasionally he drops down when he sees movement in 
the undergrowth beneath him.  What a privilege it is to 
see this magnificent bird close to!  However, if the rooks 
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are around they chase him away.  The buzzard seems to take it quite philosophically, 
soaring away in a leisurely and unruffled manner as if such petty squabbles are beneath 
him.”     Jenni 
 

Any seasonal, interesting or unusual nature sightings are welcomed.   
Email telescope.kinnerley@gmail.com or contact your Telescope 

representative (page 3) 

Otters in our garden  
Back in February, at the height of the floods, our resident 
naturalists noticed an unusual deposit and a macerated frog under 
Uncle Tom’s wooden bridge over the small brook here in our front 
garden at The Wood.  This watercourse connects upstream via a 
bog with the Morda, and downstream via many drainage ditches to 
the Weir Brook and thence the Severn a few miles away. 

Suspecting that the deposit could be otter spraint, our well-equipped biologists set up 
an infra-red camera trap at the site and were amazed and delighted to find that no less 
than THREE otters had been swimming about in the swollen brook one night, here in 
our front garden, clear as daylight. They stayed in view long enough to be seen getting 
in and out of the brook. 

But they only appeared for a brief visit, and have not been caught on camera since. We 
know that otters have been reported and seen in the general area over the years, but 
have never heard of any garden sightings here from our relatives or forebears. 

During flooding, otters do get pushed out of their main rivers into smaller watercourses 
where they can continue to hunt. They sometimes have to cross roads and risk getting 
run over. We hoped they might stay and make holts here but alas it was a short visit, 
but very exciting. One plus for the floods, all now superseded by viruses, which are not 
such a picturesque or lovable form of wildlife and invisible to camera traps! Let’s hope 
those give this area a wide berth. 

We wonder how many other local gardens might have had nocturnal visits from otters 
during the floods, without anyone realising?       Sally Green, from Maesbrook 

 
A mallard duck who is nesting in an old withy tree 
in the field. She has four eggs and we look 
forward to seeing them hatch out. 
 
Karen Davies, from Melverley 
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Spot the Differences and Colouring. 
These river creatures appear to be having fun.  There are 10 differences between the two pic-
tures.  Can you spot them? While you're looking you may like to colour in the pictures? 
 
The answers are on page 42 
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COMMUNITY PAGESCOMMUNITY PAGESCOMMUNITY PAGES   
COMMUNITY PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Community Car scheme  07929 972413 
Community Police 03003 333000 
Cnty Councillor (Matt Lee) 07525 

746431 
Emergency Dentist 01691 663684 
Kinnerley P Council 01691 679171 
Kinnerley PO 01691 682216 
Kinnerley Rectory 01691 682351 
Kinnerley School 01691 682289 
Knockin P Council 01691 682683 
Medical centre 01691 682203 
Melverley P Council 01691 682315 
Methodist chapels 01691 682440 
Minor Injuries Unit 01691 663617 
Oswestry Council 01691 680222 
RC priest 01691 652248 
RSH Hospital 01743 261000 
Shropshire C Council 03456 789007 
Telescope advertising 01691 683881 
Telescope editorial see page 3 
URC minister 01691 683698 
Defibrillator sites: Kinnerley PH 

 Knockin Heath 
crossroads 

  Knockin AR 
Knockin Cricket Pav’n 

 Navigation Inn 
 Maesbury Marsh 
  Maesbrook VH 

COMMUNITY POLICE  
 

 

Local Policing - details for 
your local Safer Neighbourhood 
Team (SNT) 
 

Call 101 and ask to leave a 
voice message for  

PCSO 40373 Stuart Carroll 
PC Mark Moth 
PCSO Charlie Iremonger 
Oswestry SNT 
Or email 
 

  oswestryrs.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

 

Parish Computer and Projector 

A Laptop and Projector have been purchased 
for the benefit of the Parish. 
The equipment is ideal if you are planning to 
give an illustrated talk. DVDs can now be 
played as we have purchased some speakers.  
A donation of £5 would be appreciated towards 
depreciation costs and a spare bulb.  

Ring:  Hilary Bullen 682231 

MOBILE LIBRARY    
May schedule 
 
  

Route 11 ‘SABRINA’    
Thurs  
 

Melverley 11.35 - 11.55 
Edgerley Royal Hill 12 - 12.10 
Knockin Heath 1.15 - 1.30 
Kinnerley School 1.50 - 3.25 
 
 

Suspended due to 
Coronavirus 

 
 
 
Route 4 ‘OWEN’   
 
Maesbrook VH 11.50 -12.30  
Knockin AR 1.00 - 1.35 
 
Help and information:  
01743 255024 
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COMMUNITY PAGESCOMMUNITY PAGESCOMMUNITY PAGES   

Kinnerley with Knockin  
Parish Community Car Scheme 

 
The Community Car Scheme provides subsidised transport within the 
parish for people who need to make an “essential” journey  and who, for 
whatever reason, do not have access to a car and are not able to use 
public transport.  
 
The Scheme is dependent on the availability of Volunteer Drivers and 
without them, the scheme cannot work. If you feel you are able to help 
out from time to time, please consider becoming a Driver!  Mileage is paid 
at 45 pence per mile to cover your costs and you must hold a valid 
driving licence and be willing to complete a Disclosure and Barring 
Service (DBS) check as part of the application process. 
 
If you have transport difficulties, for whatever reason, please ring and  
to find out if Community Cars can help you. 

Please contact  
Liz Oakley, Co-Ordinator on 07929 972413 

Vacancy for Community Car Coordinator 
 

This is a voluntary role and involves coordinating 
journeys for users, liaising with drivers and completing 

mileage forms.  
Interested? Please contact Liz Oakley on 07929 972413 

Senna the Soothsayer 
TAURUS 20th April –20th May 
How many more times do I have to tell you? It’s bad luck to be  
superstitious! 

 
GEMINI 21st May—21st June  
You will feel a little queasy after a visit to the “Sum Ting Wong” 
Chinese restaurant. 
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VILLAGE HALL CONTACT NUMBERS 

Kinnerley Parish Hall Georgina Buxton 07564094835 
Knockin Assembly Rooms Penny O’Hagan  01691 682683 
Maesbrook Village Hall Isobel Bennison 01691 683820 
Melverley Village Hall Sally Herbert-Jones 01691 682673 

Melverley Village Hall 
 

Melverley Village Hall is available to 
hire.  It has  plenty of parking,  
outdoor space and kitchen facilities, 
great for parties and gatherings. 
The Hall has had some party-hirings 
recently and is proving what a  
versatile and convenient venue it is 
for gatherings. If you’ve got a party 
or celebration coming up then 
please consider using the Hall as 
your venue. It offers flexible outdoor 
and indoor space (don’t forget the 
fantastic dimmable lighting and 
beautifully sanded floor in the main 
hall!), kitchen and parking.  
 

For more information and bookings, or 
to arrange a viewing please contact: 

 

Sally on 01691 682673 

Maesbrook Village Hall 
A well maintained hall ideal for 
smaller groups, meetings and classes.  
We have tables and seating for up to 75 
people and the kitchen is well equipped 
with plates, cups and saucers and 
glasses.  We do not have cooking 
facilities but there is an urn for boiling 
water.    
Rates for hiring start at £10 and further 
information or bookings can be made 
by emailing: 
maesbrookvillagehall@googlemail.com 

or by phoning: 
Cathy Preston 01691 831577  

VILLAGE HALLS for hireVILLAGE HALLS for hireVILLAGE HALLS for hire 

Knockin Assembly Rooms 
 

Free wi-fi for hall hirers! 
Committee Room available   

Perfect for business meetings & 
training courses 

 

Reasonable rates 
Well equipped kitchen/bar, parking, 

disabled toilets  
 

Have a club but nowhere to meet or 
thinking of starting a new club?  

Some sessions have now become  
available at  

Knockin Assembly Rooms. 
Please contact Miranda Lawson 

01691 682307 

Kinnerley Parish Hall 

 

Please consider using the range of facilities we 
have for your events, meetings, family 
occasions and community activities. 
Our hall is conveniently located in the centre of 
Kinnerley village, and offers: - 

· Large multi function main hall 

· Smaller meeting room 

· Bar facilities 

· Kitchen and equipment 

· Stage and changing rooms 

· Car parking 
Hire rates are inclusive of all heating and 
electricity costs, and furniture as  
required. Email Georgina Buxton 
kinnerleyparishhall@gmail.com 
or phone 07564094835 (please leave message)  
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GHP Legal 
Solicitors 

 
For all your legal  

requirements 
 

Tel:- 01691 659194 
 

Website:- www.ghplegal.com 
Email:- oswestry@ghplegal.com 

Quality Day Care for Children 
 
 

Fully inclusive day care from 12 weeks - Preschool 
Funded places available for 2, 3 & 4 year olds 
Open daily 51 weeks, 07.30 – 18.30 
Unique quality setting with focus on outdoor play 
Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
Only a mile off the A5 at Nesscliffe 
 
01743 741554  www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk 
Kinton Business Park, Kinton, Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ 

unlock4u24 locksmith 
 

3 Garden View 
Gittin Street 

Oswestry 
SY1 11FE 

kevingibson51@yahoo.co.uk 
07805 864 669 

W.E PRICE 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

We always provide the highest level of care, 
compassion and professionalism. 

Available 24 hours a day 
Pre-paid funeral plans available 

01691 652995 
www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road,  
Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 2RN 

 

Bradford Arms  
Knockin 

 

01691 682358 

Good food served all day 

Quality Real Ales 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

Devon Lock 

A & J CATTERY 
Open all year round 

Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

Collection and Delivery 

“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings, Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry  SY10 8DS 

 

Tel:  01691 682606 
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SMITHS HEATING (WALES) LTD 
ESTABLISHED BUSINESS 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL OIL BOILERS/COOKERS SERVICED 
OFTEC 101/105/600A REGISTERED 
WORCESTER BOSCH DIAMOND ACCREDITED 

INSTALLER AND SERVICE PROVIDER 
7 YEARS WARRANTY ON NEW BOILERS 
ALL HEATING SYSTEM PROBLEMS REPAIRED 
COVERED AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
 
Tel:  01691 831169 
and 07814 566875 

Robert Fardoe 
 

Building & Bricklaying Services 
 

New builds, extensions, patios, garden 
walls and all aspects of construction 

 

Call Robert on 01691 680230 
        Mobile  07763 358164 

 

Robfardoe@fsmail.net 

CHIMNEY SWEEP 
 

All types of flue swept with vacuum & brush 
Chimney pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot 

Cappers supplied and fitted. 
HETAS approved        APICS registered 

NVQ qualified 
Qualified MASTER SWEEP 

Don’t get caught up in the 
winter waiting list – telephone 

STEPHEN MORRIS 
01691 860616 

mobile number 07802 655145 

Border Pre-School in Llanymynech offers outstanding 
provision for children aged 2 and over.  The setting has 
excellent facilities and a large outdoor play area.   
Experienced staff provide a friendly and stimulating  
environment where children are encouraged to make 
friends and learn through play.    
Funding is available at 15 hours a week for children who 
have turned 3.  For more information or to arrange a visit, 
please call 01691 830565.   
 
Our website is www.borderpreschool.btck.co.uk.  

BORDER PHYSIOTHERAPY 
AMANDA COXHEAD MCSP 

 
STROKE ● REHABILITATION  

PAEDIATRICS 
 

HOME VISITS 
 

01691 830223 / 07730 402037 
 

www.border-physiotherapy.co.uk 
 

 

Green Hollow Veterinary Surgery 
D.W.Thurston BVetMed MRCVS 

School Road, Ruyton-X1Towns, Nr  Shrewsbury 
01939 261216 

Domestic Pets, Alpacas, Horse  and Farm Animal 
Practice 

24 Hour Emergency Service 

Consultation by Appointment 

Morning, afternoon and evening surgeries 

ALL NEW CLIENTS WELCOME 

                      Homefix 
                                                     Plumbing & Heating 
                                                           01588 620250 
 
 
Local firm, offering a prompt and 
professional service including: 
· All Plumbing work 
· Complete bathroom re-fits, including tiling, 

plastering and flooring 
· Gas and Oil Boiler Appliance Installation, 

Service & Repair 
· Wood Burning Stove Installation 

No call out fees, free quotations 
email: homefixplumbing@yahoo.co.uk 
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Tom’s Garden Services 
 

All aspects of 
gardening covered: 

Lawn mowing, 
Strimming, Hedge 
Cutting, Weeding 

 
Call Tom on  

 
07870 461324 

Montford repointing 
 

Brick & stone repointing. 
Damaged masonry replaced. 

Patios – Drives repaired/re-laid.  
Rebuilds undertaken. Re-roofing & Repairs. 

Exterior Repainting.  
Insured - Free Quotes. 

Tel: 01743 742052 or 07527 893044 
montbr@live.co.uk 

 

ROOTS 

Hair and Beauty Salon 
Knockin 

Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
9am - 6pm 

 

Ladies, gentlemen & children - all welcome 

Tel. 07483 338858  

MARTIN HUMPHREYS 
Home & Garden Improvements/Maintenance  

& Repair Service 
Local, reliable and friendly service 

All aspects of household and  
garden maintenance undertaken: 

UPVC replacements/fascias/fencing/patios/joinery 
welding/repairs/radiator swaps/general plumbing 

door hanging/upgrades 
Mobile 07963932778 Home 01691 662770 OSWESTRY 

Please feel free to contact for a free quotation. 

No job too small 
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SEASONED LOGS 

(FREE LOCAL DELIVERY) 
 

 
ALL TYPES OF FENCING WORK, 

LANDSCAPING, GROUNDWORKS, 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED 
 

CALL RICHARD 07801 833200 
(after 7pm) 

Bebb Drainage Contractors 
 

Domestic & agricultural drain jetting 
& drain installation 

 
 
Telephone: 
 

01691 682677  

www.supportmycomputer.co.uk  
●New PCs & Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading 

Edge Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC 

Support 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check 

Also Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95  
 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or 
need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029  

Skilled joiner/carpenter. All domestic 
woodwork jobs , repairs, renovations and 
new projects undertaken.  
 
Contact Jaroslav  
c/o The workshop,  
The Wood, Maesbrook 
 
Tel: 07753 664606 
Email Chorvat.jaroslav32@gmail.com 

Tel: 01691 652168 
EMAIL: enquiries@canalcentral.co.uk 
WEB: www.canalcentral.co.uk 

Canal Central 
Coed Y Rae Lane 

Rural Location on  
Montgomery Canal 
Self Contained 1st floor  
accommodation 
Open Plan Living Room 
En route stopovers 
Up to Fortnightly Stays 

M
aesbury M

arsh
 

 

WOODPECKER  
TREE SURGEONS 

Qualified and fully insured  
£5 million public liability  

 

See 450+ reviews on our website 
www.wptreesurgeons.co.uk 

Free quotes 

01743 741 583 or 0788 999 3000 
Pentre, Nesscliffe 

email: a1.woodpecker@yahoo.co.uk 

 
To advertise in the  

TELESCOPE NEWS 
 

email us at 
telescope.kinnerley@gmail.com 

 
or contact your village representative 

(see page 3) 

DARREN TOWNSEND 
Painter & Decorator 
 
All aspects of interior or 
exterior decoration 
undertaken 
 
Ruyton XI Towns 
Shropshire 
 

01939 260922  
mobile 07795 262629 
darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 
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E. W. OWEN 
BUILDING REFURBISHMENT 

REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCE AND 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

For a quotation telephone: 
Knockin 682786 

W & M Agricultural Engineering 
 

Tractor Machinery 
Parts, Service& Repairs 

 
 

Tel: 01691 683825  

Mike Worthing: 07709 089781 
John Mottram: 07968 715512 

 

ANTHONY PYM 
 

Holder of Diploma in Driving Instruction 
 

Specially trained for the disabled 
Automatic & Manual Cars 

Quality Trailer Towing Tuition 
Reversing Techniques a Speciality 

 

Green Cottage, Melverley, SY10 8PG 
 

Mobile: 07855 271888 
www.anthonypym.co.uk 

David Smith 

 
DG & HA SMITH 

Oil Boiler Servicing & Repair 
 

11 Artillery Road, Park Hall, Oswestry, SY11 4AJ 
 

Tel (01691) 657634 
Email dg.ha.smith@btconnect.com 

Cat World 
A Cat Lover’s Dream! 

Our amazing shop in Oswestry stocks a huge 
variety of greetings cards, gifts, homewares, 
accessories and so much more - all with a kitty 
cat theme.  
We also sell a great selection of cat toys and 
other items to keep your furry friends happy. 
You can shop online @ bengalcat-
world.co.uk 
You’ll find us at Unit 4, 3 Church 
Street, Oswestry – the alleyway next 
to Boots. 

Appointments only, Free parking, Over 16 years in the 
hairdressing industry. Card payments accepted  

Women, Men and Children  

Open 9.30am - 
7pm and  

Saturday 9.30 
- 4pm 

 

AMA Construction 
Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathroom  

Fittings 
Adam Arrowsmith 25yrs experience 

Primrose Cottage 
Hilly Lane, Walcott Marsh SY4 1BL 

07710654808 
Adamarrowsmith@outlook.com 
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JAXCATS 
 

LUXURY BOARDING CATTERY 
IN QUIET RURAL SETTING 

VIEWING WELCOME BY APPOINTMENT 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR CATS 

Listed and approved by the Feline Advisory Bureau 
(FAB) 

Opening Times 
Monday to Saturday 9.30 to 11.00 am 

& 4.00 to 5.30 pm 
Sundays 9.30 to 10.30 (Bank holidays closed) 

The Hollies, Knockin Heath, Oswestry, SY10 8DT 

01691 682692 
www.jaxcats.co.uk 

  

Septic Tank Emptying Service 
 

Local Operator,  
Registered Waste Carrier 

 

Contact Edward Scott on  
01691 656256, 01691 682080  

or 07989 881 870. 
  

For an Efficient and Prompt Service 

Est. 1995, Maesbrook 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Registered for 0-16 years 
Nursery funding available for 2, 3 & 4 year olds 

Flexible hours and arrangements 
Wrap around care 
Large outdoor area 

 
Contact Julie: 07980 913582 

 
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY 

Contact Roger Owen 
Tel: (01691) 682008    Mobile: 07980 626998 

Web: rowentreecareltd.co.uk 
Email: rowen.tree.care@btinternet.com 

Fully Insured, NPTC Qualified 
Over 20 years Experience 

Member of Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin Trade Register 

Mark Brain 
Carpet & Vinyl Fitting Specialist 

Homechoose Service 

Carpet, Vinyl supplied and fitted 

Refits, Repairs & Readaptations Undertaken 

Over 35 Years Experience 

Quality Fitting Guaranteed 

Tel: 01743 861912  or  07527 886531 

Upgrade your Old Night Storage, 
Oil, Gas Heating with…   

Modern Efficent 

Electric Heating 

Call- 01244 371 445 
www.northwestheatingsolutions.co.uk 

 
 

To advertise in the  
TELESCOPE NEWS 

email us at 
telescope.kinnerley@gmail.com 

Or contact your village representative 
(seen page 3) 

KEN EVANS 
SMALL BUFFETS, HOUSE PARTIES 

FUNERAL TEAS 
DELIVER IN SERVICE 

DRINKS SERVICE 
EQUIPMENT HIRE 

 
TELEPHONE 01691 682457 

MOBILE 07732 018035 
EMAIL kandw1987@btinternet.com 
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G.Rubery FENCING 
 

All types of fencing  
Supplied—Repaired-Erected 

All insurance work undertaken 
Call Grant  on 
07575 728209 

or 
01938 691262 

The Lane Melverley 
 

 Thinking of making a  
Will or Power of Attorney? 

 

Wills  £150 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)  £150 

 

Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services 
 

Call Paul Humphreys today 

Tel. 01691 652233 
www-.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk 

John Davies & Son  
Painter and Decorator 

Satisfaction Assured,  Quality Guaranteed, 
Over 40 yrs Experience 

Free Estimates and Advice 

Mobile:  07875 697774 
Member of  Painters & Decorators Association 

   Stuart Chambers 
      Gardencare (est 1964) 

  Garden Design and Construction 
· New Gardens 
· Combining Old with New                      
· Renovating Existing 
· Plant Expertise 

  Call 01939 261235 
   stuartchambers.co.uk 

 
 

Puppy and All Age Dog Training 
 

Knockin Assembly Rooms 
 

Fun, Easy, Kind and Effective 
Classes 

Professional Tutor – Karen Boyce ABTC 
 
 

www.beastlythoughts.co.uk 
info@beastlythoughts.co.uk 

 

07970488395 
 

Training local dogs for over a decade 

Renewable Heating 
Specialist 
Air Source Heat 
Pumps 
Ground Source Heat Pumps 
Underfloor Heating 
Fire Sprinklers 
  
Tel 01691 238180 
contact@iheatltd.co.uk  
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CHRIS'S CAB  
 

Llandrinio 01691 831023  
mobile 07866 054465  

 
All runs undertaken 
including airports  

http://www.oswestrymarket.co.uk/ 

Oswestry Town MarketOswestry Town Market  
   

   

Over 70 different tradersOver 70 different tradersOver 70 different traders   

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Wednesday, Thursday, Friday    

and Saturdayand Saturdayand Saturday   

 

01691 670067 

An established and experienced farm veterinary team 
offering you a personal and dynamic service. 

The only Tier 3 Veterinary Hospital in Oswestry and 
surrounding areas, offering 24/7 hospital standard care for 

your pet  

Park Issa Veterinary Hospital  
& Farm Services  

 Salop Road, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY11 2RL  

 
 
 

Shropshire Mole and 
Pest Control 

01691 700701  07976 817859 
Moles, Rats, Mice, Rabbits, 

Squirrels, Wasps 
www.shropshiremolecontrol.co.uk 

 

10% Discount with this advert 

pentree flowers 
for all occasions 

Bouquets, Weddings, 
Sympathy 

Contact Michelle 
 

01743 741435 
07525 033482 

Kinnerley with 
Knockin  
Parish 

Community Car Scheme 
Can you help? please ring 

 
Liz Oakley, Co-Ordinator 

on 07929 972413 

The Cross Keys  
Kinnerley 

Open 6 days a week, closed 
Mondays 

Food served Lunch & Dinner 
Call 01691 683688 
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Need help with household chores? 
 

For more information  
Contact Julie on  
01691 839402 

or 
07908 967635 

THE GARDENERS 
 

For all your gardening needs, either one 
off or regular maintenance. 

No job too small; all debris removed. 
 

Regular lawn mowing undertaken. 
References available on request. 

Contact either Mark or Sue  
01691 682672; or 07703 495898 

Appleyards 
 

Traditional Dry Cured Bacon Curers 
Turn your pigs/pork into Dry Cured  
Bacon and/or Sausages. 
 
Telephone Melvyn 
01743 231358 
Mobile  07447 916406 

M.R. LAWRENCE  
 

Painting decorating & property maintenance  
Internal & external work all aspects General 

repairs & complete home maintenance 
 
 

Mobile                                  Tel. No.  
07931 741927                  01743 884427  

M A JONES  
BUILDING  
CONTRACTOR 
 

For a professional service covering all aspects of  
construction from garden walls & patios to extensions 
and new builds. 
 

All work fully guaranteed with quality assurance. 
 

Call Marcus on 
Tel: 01691 682227 
Mobile: 07921 429125 

Lady Painter & Decorator 
Interior Designer 

 

Free quotes & advice 
All work to an exceptionally  
high standard 
No job too small 
Very competitive prices 
References available 
 

         Tel:  01691 780536 
         Mobile:  07432 230410 

Rolls Royce Silver Dawn LWB for 
Wedding & Prom hire  

Oswestry area 

Please email petercoxhead@hotmail.co.uk 

WINDOW CLEANING 
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CHURCH HOUSE, Melverley 
 

Touring Caravan & Camping Site 
Own fishing 

 

Lisa & Paul 
Phone: 01691 682754 

 
e-mail: melverley@aol.com 

 
www.virtual-shropshire.co.uk/church-house-melverley 

J E EVANS & SON 
 

The Stores & Post Office Kinnerley 
National Lottery Agent 

PHOTOCOPYING 
Daily Newspaper & Delivery 

Wines & Spirits, Fruit & Vegetables 
Milk & Fresh Bread Daily 

Calor Gas, Coal, Video Hire 
Dry Cleaning & Shoe Repair 

 

Telephone:  01691 682216 

BOILER MAINTENANCE 
AND REPAIR 

 

Gas Safe Registered 
 

All Gas and Oil Fired Central Heating 
40 Years Experience 

 

LAYTON HEATING SERVICES 
Phone  01691 682445 
Mobile 07702 278962 

 paul harper ltd 
     Vehicle repair 

pen - y parc  
Maesbrook 

                Oswestry  
               sy10 8qx 

 
    mobile 07866 564438 

 

Hedgerow Restoration and 
Management 

 
Laying, coppicing and replanting. 
Agricultural and Garden Hedges. 

Paul O’Hagan 01691 683815 
Pohagan5@gmail.com 

HPC Registered Chiropody and  
Podiatry Clinic 

  Angela Evans           Jo Gittins 
Osbaston House    Open Mon-Fri 
Osbaston          9am to 5pm 
Knockin    Other times by appointment 
Oswestry  
SY10 8HS      01691 682713 
 
For all your footcare needs, also specialising 

in Biomechanics and Orthotics. 
Gift Vouchers available for Christmas 



GRAHAM TAYLOR 
The Workshop, Argoed, Kinnerley 

 

Turf Maintenance, Agricultural 
and Garden Machinery 

 

SERVICE & REPAIR 
 

Lawnmowers, Cultivators, Chainsaws 
All small engines 

 

Tel 07990 673433 

PLUMTREE BOARDING  
KENNELS 

Dovaston, Kinnerley, Nr Oswestry 
 

Spacious Kennels 
Attached Runs, Heating 

Loving Care for your dog and cat 
25 years of experience and excellent  

reputation 
Tel:  Cathie or Vicky Bowe 

Knockin  682443 

DAVID DAVIES & SONS 
1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry 

Complete 
 Funeral 
  Directors 

Town or Country 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Phone:   Oswestry 653116 

 

The Old Forge 
Bed and Breakfast 
And Holiday Barn 
Knockin, Oswestry 

Telephone:   
01691 682024 
Mobile:  
07828 663615 

www.oldforgeknockin.co.uk  

E-mail: Enquiries@oldforgeknockin.co.uk  


