
Information pack for Rebecca Pow MP  
for meeting at Melverley Village Hall on 27 July 2021 

This pack is based on that provided to participants in the meeting on Thursday 13 May 2021 (starting 
from Melverley Village Hall) arranged by Owen Paterson MP with Environment Agency staff and 
Severn/Vyrnwy confluence constituents (including a Shropshire Councillor, members of Melverley 
Internal Drainage Board and Melverley and Kinnerley Parish Councillors).  The main purpose of the 
meeting was for the Environment Agency staff to see, and gain an understanding of, the whole local flood 
defence system. 

Owen Paterson is not able to attend today’s meeting and feels very strongly that Charles Green, who 
helped to organise the tour on 13 May, should be able to join the meeting. 

The contents of this pack are as follows: 

1. Map of Severn/Vyrnwy confluence flood defences, northern part.  This shows the defences on both 
the English and Welsh sides, which are part of a single system.  Compare this with the “Assets” 
maps supplied by the Environment Agency (pack items 9 and 10), which show the English side only. 

2. Ditto, southern part. 

3. Detailed map of the “Morda Gap” i.e. the north-west end of the local defences, where the Vyrnwy 
first overflows, backs up into the River Morda, and thence flows overland to Melverley and beyond. 

4. Detailed map of the south-east end of the local system 

5. Flood risk map of the Severn/Vyrnwy confluence area, to Shrewsbury and beyond.  Note that this is 
derived from the Flood Assist website, which is a site that shows all affected areas, whether English 
or Welsh.  The EA flood risk map shows only the English side and the NRW map only the Welsh side.  
This map also shows the narrowing of the river system as it goes through Shrawardine and 
Montford on to Shrewsbury.  This restriction is partly what causes our area to flood. 

6. Flood risk map for Kinnerley Parish and surrounds (as used during the Kinnerley Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan process) annotated to show the extent of the 1946 flood. 

7. Aerial photo showing the extent of the February 2020 flooding in the local area; this was not the 
height of the flood, which came a few days later. 

8. Map showing the area covered by Melverley Internal Drainage Board: this map gives a good idea of 
the network of internal watercourses. 

9. “Assets” map supplied to us by the EA, as mentioned above. 

10. Key to that EA Assets map, as supplied 

11. February 1946 flood map (prepared from aerial photography by EA’s predecessor and acquired 
locally): this map was used in the briefing before the tour on 13 May to demonstrate the converging 
flows of the rivers Vyrnwy and Severn, and the constriction in the defences (argaes) west of 
Maesbrook which results in the “Morda Gap” flows. 

12. Sequence of photographs showing how the Vyrnwy waters rise and flow into the “Morda Gap”. 

13. Hand coloured map showing directions of flow of water as it rises through the “Morda Gap”. 
 
 
Further detail about local flooding is on the Flooding page of the Kinnerley Parish Council website at 
https://www.kinnerleyparishcouncil.org.uk/flooding , particularly the 11 February 2021 presentation.  




























